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FARMERS CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE CAMPAIGN
$11,289.82 raised in the far north!

Kia ora friends of Far North Hospice,
We are near the end of January 2022 and things are still
moving very quickly for us. The Far North /Mid Northland
Hospices alliance is tracking along well with lots of IT and
systems changes. Both teams and Boards are settling in and
working well together. We look forward to a very prosperous
2022 together.
Northland are now in Covid-19 Traffic light Red. Far North
Hospice have researched the implications of this move for
our service and our operations. Over the last few months
post lockdown, we have been operating under Covid 19
Level 2 restrictions both clinically and operationally. As you
are aware this has required changes to our day to day
working life. The main requirements have been wearing a
mask and social distancing. The nurses and anyone who is
patient facing, providing our palliative care service out in the
community, have been required to wear PPE.
In order to keep our volunteers, our staff, our volunteers, our
nurses, our patients, our customers and our community safe,
we have decided to adhere to the following guidelines in
both our office and Take 2 - Hospice shop.

Hospices throughout the country have once again been
overwhelmed and humbled by the support from Farmers
Department Stores and their customers in the lead up to
Christmas. More than $908,000 was donated from the
Farmers Christmas Charity Campaign towards the end of
2021. This is the eighth year that Farmers has raised funds
for hospice and to date around $6M has been donated to
help keep services free of charge.
One of the unique elements of this fundraising is that
100% of funds raised in each community stay in that
community to support the local hospice service. The iconic
annual bauble produced by Farmers exclusively for
hospice was once again in high demand. Nearly 15,000
collectable baubles “Togetherness” were sold, contributing
a significant sum to the final total.
For the people of the Far North, the donation of $11, 289.82
will enable Far North Community Hospice to keep our 24/7
service free for our patients and their Whanāu living with a
life-limiting illness in the Far North area.
Not only did the team at Farmers Kaitaia embrace raising
funds for our hospice, they also worked as ambassadors for
our services, helping the community to better understand
the work we do. The awareness raising that comes from
being involved with Farmers is invaluable. The enthusiasm
and commitment from all staff and the people of Farmers
Kaitaia has contributed to this amazing result, thank you
so much!

No mask no entry
Scanning and signing in mandatory
1m distancing
We thank you for your understanding and supporting the
decisions we have made to keep our workplace safe.
Our focus is always the provision of excellent Specialist
palliative care to patients in their own homes 24/7 free of
charge. Without the support of our communities this would
not be possible.
Thank you to all our Customers, Donors and Volunteers who
are supporting us. Hospice could not provide this service
without you.
Happy New Year to you all - let's see what 2022 has in store
for us.
Pai-To ra
Belinda

Josh Kirby, Manager of Farmers Kaitaia with his wonderful team.

CLINICAL REPORT

The role of our Clinical Co-ordinator
Meet Kate

CLINICAL MANAGER - JENNY COLEMAN

Changing nursing roles

Tēnā koutou from the clinical teams in Mid
North and Far North hospices.
It has been a busy 3 months working though the
transition for our services alliance , getting to
know the Far North team, understanding their
needs and increasing IT capacity , meanwhile
ensuring the excellent patient and whanau care
continues .
The Far north clinical team are a wonderful
team, caring compassionate and friendly , they
have welcomed us into their world and it is
wonderful to be working along side them.
Both teams are meeting the challenges with the
current COVID situation , keeping abreast of the
current guidelines and working to ensure the
safety of the team, our patients /whanāu and the
community. I am originally from Auckland, but
have lived in Northland for 22 years. I have been
a palliative care nurse for 17 years with Hospice
Mid-Northland and the last 8 have been in the
role as Clinical Manager. It is a privilege for me to
lead these professional and caring people within
both services and I look forward to what 2022
will bring.
We acknowledge and thank all our health
partners for the mahi and care that continues,
we salute you all! We also look forward to
connecting with you in the coming months.
I found this saying hanging on our wall and
wanted to share ….
If you know someone who has lost a very
important person in their life and you’re
afraid to mention them because you may
make them sad by reminding them that they
died……..please remember , you are not
reminding them…. They didn’t forget… what
you’re reminding them of is that you
remembered that they lived ….. And that is a
great great gift
"unknown"

Far North Hospice is still the familiar space you all know, but we
now have the benefit of working with the Mid North Hospice who
are a wonderful bunch and work very similarly to us.
I have been a Palliative Care Nurse here with the Far North for the
last 11 years after moving up from the “Big Smoke”. Having been a
farming girl of old my family's move north out of the city was a joy
and we have not looked back. Some of you may also know me
with my other hat on in the Kaitaia Hospital Lymphoedema Clinic
on Tuesday’s.
I love working in this rural community and feel privileged to work
with the wide range of Health Care Professionals we have and
have made some awesome friends along the way.
With Davina’s retirement, we have had the pleasure of welcoming
Jenny Coleman and Belinda Watkins into the Management seats
here for the Mid North and Far North teams.
For me the role change this year is moving side ways and slightly
up to sit in the Clinical Coordinators seat. This is still a nurses role
and has a clinical component where I will still be out to visit at
times with our patients an their whanau, but it also means I am
responsible for the nursing team and the way we role!
I look forward to the new challenge and learning a few “new
tricks” and getting out to spend some time with the Health Care
Providers we work with to ensure clear and open engagement for
the best service and provision of care that we can offer for all of
our patients and their families.
With the shuffling of staff as we move forward into 2022, we have
sadly said good bye to Lorraine Parker who has moved to Kerikeri
and is working with the Mid North Hospice team and with Kate
moving into the clinical co-ordinator role, we have had two
nursing positions to fill. Historically this has taken some time as it
is not every nurses “cup of tea”, but this time round we feel very
lucky to have been able to employ two local Kaitaia Hospital
nurses into the roles straight away.
Annette Jordan has been working at Kaitaia Hospital for 15 years
in the general ward, as clinical coordinator and also has been part
of the Oncology unit set up and delivery for patients here in
Kaitaia. She brings a wealth of experience to this role and is
settling her feet under the desk quickly.
Fern Astill is newer to nursing than Annette, having worked at
Katiaia hospital too, but as a mature nursing student brings lots of
life experience and passion to this new role in her nursing
learning.

THE END OF LIFE CHOICE ACT
Far North Community Hospice is a
life-affirming service

From 7th November 2021, assisted dying is now a legal right for
eligible persons who have a terminal illness and meet the criteria of
the EOLC Act. Far North Community Hospice respects a person’s
right to make choices, particularly around the end of their life. We
will continue to provide specialist palliative care and end-of-life care
to any person needing support, regardless of their personal views on
assisted dying.
However, Far North Community Hospice is not required to provide
assisted dying procedures and will not be doing so.
Palliative care by its nature is concerned with maximising life and
the safety of our patients. Being involved in the deliberate
termination of life does not fit with our organisation’s philosophy
and values, and therefore is not within the scope of our service nor is
it required in our contract or service specifications. We will retain our
position as a safe space for people at the end of life - where they
continue to be valued and there is no pressure around hastening
death.
If we are aware of a patient’s request for assisted dying, we will
continue to provide our care, as normal, until a non-hospice medical
practitioner or nurse practitioner arrives at the patient’s home to
carry out the procedure to end their life, OR the patient is
transferred out of our IPU to their home or other place of choice for
euthanasia or physician assisted dying.
With hospice’s life-affirming specialist palliative care, people who
have a terminal illness can live well and die well. Hospice care is very
active care and the pursuit of excellent symptom control will
continue through to the end of life. Hospice care is holistic,
supporting the physical, emotional, social, cultural and spiritual
wellbeing of the patient and their family/whānau. This approach
may even help to address underlying factors which motivate a
request for assisted dying, such as unresolved physical or emotional
pain, fear of being a burden, depression or isolation.
Hospice care also continues for families/whānau during their
bereavement. This important part of our service will not change even
if their loved one has opted for assisted dying.
Far North Community Hospice will always provide quality care with
a community heart.
We will continue to focus on showing death as a part of life, and
dying as a natural process; breaking down barriers and
misunderstandings around palliative care, as well as death and
dying, to address the fears people may have when approaching the
end of life.

Thanks DB Waterman!

Supporting Hospice are the team from DB
Waterman, who will be donating $5 per load to
the Far North Hospice. Whether you need
drinking water, a swimming pool filled or a
new septic or water tank bedded in, they have
a purpose built, fully compliant water tanker
ready to deliver water to you.
The area they cover is from Totara North in the
South to Kaitaia. Support Hospice and get your
water here.
0800 GOTWTR - 0800 468 987

www.dbwaterman.co.nz

Family Feedback
"The equipment was all set up and
ready for Mum before she was
transported home - everything was
smoothly attended to"
"I liked the upfront honesty delivered
with kindness and gentleness"
"Sensitive, caring nurses who considered our
culture and what was important to Mum
and our whanau"

We are in desperate need for more
volunteers to help us in our Take 2
Hospice Shop. If you have a half day
(3.5hours) each week (days are flexible)
that you could help we would be so
grateful! If you have ever thought about
volunteering - now is the time!
Please call Sharon on (09) 408 0148 or
pop into the shop for a chat.

